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Dear Poland CSD Parents and Guardians, 
 

Today’s letter is to share information, update parents about schoolwork and grading, 
and reassure families that our focus will continue to be on our students and supporting 
their needs.  
 

Shortly after the first Executive Order closed PCS, we received clear guidance from the 
New York State Education Department that schools must implement practices and serve 
students to the maximum extent possible. Our initial focus was developing meal and 
childcare plans, submitting plans to the Education Department and implementing them. 
Subsequently, the District surveyed students and families about current technology 
needs and distributed 160 Chromebooks for learning.  
 

When the second Executive Order closed PCS longer, and new instruction could begin, 
we reviewed grading that might comply with Education Department’s mandates. We 
asked teachers to maintain a record of submitted work and students’ participation in 
scheduled learning opportunities. We now believe we may receive additional, detailed 
guidance from the NYS Education Department about grading. Until then, teachers will 
continue to provide feedback about assignments and student participation in learning 
and contact parents when a student appears to be struggling with school. Each week PCS 
is closed, students will receive new work. Parents and guardians should expect Mr. 
Cuthbertson to notify them using our automated call system about delivery of learning 
materials when students need paper copies or classroom books and materials.  
 

We understand that trying times have the potential to increase vulnerability, fear, and 
anxiety in children. Therefore, we want you to know we intend to work with you in a 
way that demonstrates flexibility, applies principles of effective teamwork, and supports 
families. Whether a PCS employee is working from campus or from home, if your child 
needs learning or health and wellness support, please contact employees who work with 
your child or one of our school administrators. 
 

We do have a lot of uncertainty about whether or not we will be able to have many of the 
activities planned for the end of the school year. However, we know one thing for sure: 
We want students to continue to enjoy learning, to live, to laugh, and be well enough to 
immerse themselves in learning and school events when students come back to PCS.  
 

Please keep visiting our school webpage for new communication, and thank you for all 
the adjustments you have made to responding to the circumstances of COVID-19. 
 

   Sincerely yours, 
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